[Traumatic diaphragmatic herniation after continuous thoracic drainage: a case report].
We report a case of traumatic diaphragmatic hernia (TDH) resulting from continuous thoracic drainage and was successfully treated by surgical procedures. A 45-year-old man was admitted to our department due to shock after a blunt trauma by a traffic accident. As he revealed left hemothorax on admission, continuous thoracic drainage was performed. Soon after the drainage, diaphragmatic hernia occurred as an incarceration of the spleen into the thoracic cavity. In the literature, 80 cases with TDH have been reported in Japan since 1986. The purpose of this study is to discuss the mechanism of TDH in the acute phase and to consider its appropriate diagnostic tools. The following two results were obtained. (1) TDH may be appeared during the clinical course, especially after a continuous thoracic drainage, in patients with damaged diaphragm by blunt traumas. (2) CT is the most effective tool for the diagnosis of TDH.